
PINNING 
& RECOGNITION 

CEREMONY
DECEMBER 12, 2023 • 10:00 A.M.

M
IS

SISSIPPI GULF COAST

C
O

M
MUNITY COLLEG

E

SCHOOL OF NURSING & HEALTH PROFESSIONS

ASSOCIATE DEGREE NURSING
EMERGENCY MEDICAL SCIENCES (EMT basic)

Emergency Medical Sciences/Advanced EMT (AEMT)
EMERGENCY MEDICAL Sciences (PARAMEDIC)

HEALTH CARE ASSISTANT
Public Health Technology/Navigator

surgical technology



MGCCC BOARD OF TRUSTEES
GEORGE COUNTY

Wilburn Bolen
Doyle Moody
Wade Whittington

HARRISON COUNTY

Leonard Bentz, Sr.
Susan Hunt
Gaylette Shipman
Scott D. Smith
Bobby Spayde
C.T. Switzer, Jr.
Dr. Michael Tatum
Robert Watters

JACKSON COUNTY

Dr. Rachel Carpenter
Dr. Bonita R. Coleman
Jeffrey Descher
George Freeland, Jr.
Mary Ann Goff
Randy Haarala
Jim McIngvale 
Millie Page
Lynn Wade

STONE COUNTY
Sam Albritton, Jr.
Lavell Bond
Jody Miles

1

MGCCC EXECUTIVE COUNCIL
DR. MARY S. GRAHAM

President, Mississippi Gulf Coast Community College

DR. PHIL BONFANTI
Executive Vice President, Student Services & Enrollment Management

DR. CEDRIC BRADLEY
Vice President, Harrison County Campus, Keesler Center & Naval Construction Batallion Center

DR. SUZI BROWN
Executive Vice President, Institutional Advancement

DR. TAMMY FRANKS
Vice President, Jackson County Campus & Haley Reeves Barbour Maritime Training Academy

MR. ADAM PICKERING
Chief Information Officer, Ellucian

DR. JASON PUGH
Executive Vice President, Administration & Finance

DR. ADAM SWANSON
Executive Vice President, Technology & Research

DR. LADD TAYLOR
Vice President, Perkinston Campus & George County Center

DR. JONATHAN WOODWARD
Executive Vice President, Teaching & Learning and Community Campus 

West Harrison County Center & The Bryant Center



Leslie Lyons, a Mississippi Gulf Coast 

Community College alumni, is a resident 

of Ocean Springs, Mississippi. She 

completed the MGCCC Associate 

Degree Nursing Program December of 

1988. In 2011 she earned a Bachelor 

of Science degree in Nursing from 

Jacksonville University and a Master’s Degree in Nursing Administration from 

Western Governor’s University in 2015. Mrs. Lyons has a 35-year nursing 

career in the healthcare field, including her current role as faculty for the 

MGCCC Nursing program. 

 Mrs. Lyons’ nursing career includes medical-surgical, obstetric, 

newborn, and pediatric client care. Her varied former nursing roles include 

hospital risk manager, physician peer review manager, and nursing director 

of maternal newborn and mental health departments. She is a member of 

the MGCCC Nursing Curriculum Committee and an MGCCC Simulation 

Champion. 

 Leslie has been married to Wes Lyons, her husband of 35 years and 

fellow MGCCC Nursing alumni. She has two children, Beth and Taylor, four 

grand cats, and two dogs, Buster and George Michael. 

KEYNOTE SPEAKER
LESLIE LYONS
MGCCC FACULTY,

SCHOOL OF NURSING & HEALTH PROFESSIONS
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PROGRAM
Musical Prelude .....................................................................................................................Patience Pierini

Harrison County Campus

Processional .........................................................................................................“Pomp and Circumstance”

National Anthem .................................................................................................................Natalie Raybourn
Harrison County Campus

Invocation ..................................................................................................................................Jalisa Mosely
Associate Degree Nursing Completer

Opening Remarks & Introduction of Administration & Faculty ..........................Dr. Jonathan Woodward
Executive Vice President, Teaching & Learning and Community Campus

West Harrison County Center & The Bryant Center at Tradition

Welcome ..........................................................................................................................Dr. Mary S. Graham
President, Mississippi Gulf Coast Community College

Introduction of Guest Speaker ...........................................................................................Dr. Joan Hendrix
Associate Vice President, School of Nursing & Health Professions

Pinning Address .........................................................................................................................Leslie Lyons
MGCCC Faculty, School of Nursing & Health Professions

The Pinning ...................................................................................................................................Dr. Hendrix

Presentation of Pins & Recognitions ...............................................................................................Faculty
Nursing Coordinators & Health Professional Program Directors  

The Lighting ........................................................................................................................ Jennifer Williams         
Nursing Faculty 

Pinning Committee Chair

Music ............................................................................................................................ “Go Light Your World”

Benediction ............................................................................................................................Kaitlin Bowman 
Associate Degree Nursing Completer

Closing..................................................................................................................................... Dr. Woodward

Recessional...........................................................................................................“Pomp and Circumstance”

SCHOOL OF NURSING & HEALTH PROFESSIONS 
PINNING & COMMENCEMENT CEREMONY 

IMMERSIVE MEDIA PERFORMING ARTS CENTER (iMPAC)
HARRISON COUNTY CAMPUS
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SCHOOL OF NURSING & HEALTH PROFESSIONS AWARD DESCRIPTIONS
Academic Excellence 

This award recognizes the student with the highest theory average (core courses) from program entry 
through completion. The recipient is selected by the faculty.

Excellence in Clinical/Lab Award
Demonstrates excellence in clinical/lab performance.  

This award is based on clinical site feedback and responses.
Peer Choice Awards

Best overall performance toward peers. This award recognizes the student who is most helpful and friendly.  
The recipient is selected by peers.
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ASSOCIATE DEGREE NURSING
Rachel Batley
Tommie Beasley
Jennifer Bellio
Rashaina Bilbo
Paige Bolton
Christy Bond
April Borne
Chrysten Bounds
Kaitlin Bowman*
Alisha Brown
Kameron Burns
Tierra Burns
Kayden Carter
Jonika Causey
Stephen Clark
Dajah Collins 
Lillian Collins
Lisa Cook
Cheryl Cotton
Paulette Cox
Danielle Davis
Mikaele Davis*
Kaeli Dukes
Geovontey Fairley, Jr.
Kristen Favre*
Jake Franks
Hope Gandara
Na’Aishia Gilmore
Sofie Grinder
Korriana Hardy
Shelbie Hart*
Ashley Haywood
Courtney Henderson
Ashlee Hicks
Melissa Hudson
Brittany Jacobs
Alleysen Johnson
Ashlynn Johnson
Monica Kellum
Shanna Kirkland
Mary Lambros
Kean Lawrence
Samantha Lee

Shelbi LeLouis
Ian Lester
Mandy Lovett
Alana Lucas
Carina Maalouf
Michael Magyar
Charon McCray
Brittany McDaniel
Hunter McElray
Makayla McMillan
Felicity Miller
Alexa Moran
Jalisa Mosley
Alexia Murphy
Courtney Necaise
Rochelle Nicholas
Kristy Niolet
Vera Peoples
Tayler Porter
Whitney Purvis
Tonja Quin
Samantha Ransom*
Sandy Reid*
Shelly Schaefer
Brian Schlicher
Kayelin Seymour
Megan Simmons*
Delinda Sims*
Linda Sivoravong
Nakeyta Smith
Tiffany Stoute Anderson
Raina Summerlin
Jordan Summers
Melissa Swain*
Alyssa Taylor
Jessica Thomas
Kamoriya Walley
Kristin Watts
Constance Wayne
Bernita Whitsett
Korrtney Wicks

Nekida Williams
Kim Young

EMERGENCY MEDICAL SCIENCES 
(EMT)
Skyler Bourn
Emma Burns-Brawdy
Janeisha Castro
Madalynn Cozart
Jamie Elliott
Marissa Hoffmann
Barbara Johnson
Sarah Joyner
Jan Kelly
Benjamin Navarro
Alyssa Patterson
Jennifer Sutton
Jonathan Williams
Kora Wilson

EMERGENCY MEDICAL            
SCIENCES/ADVANCED EMT 
(AEMT)
Madalynn Bogolin
Payton Braden
Kelcie Caraway
Dayvon Johnson
T Nicole Johnson
Brandy Rivenbark
Autumn Ruddy

EMERGENCY MEDICAL SCIENCES 
(Paramedic)
Trevor Baker
Drake Cuevas
Micah Hatten
Ashley Hatton
Logan Ladner
Tyler Nawrot
Joseph White

HEALTH CARE ASSISTANT
Victoria Bartholomew
Trinity Bradley
Perla Broach
Natali Colon
JaNiya Conyers
Destiney Dottery
Danielle Goff
Myriah Ladner
Daisy Luna
Jernaysha Magee
Andrea Nava
Johlecia Oneal
Kimberley Perry
Annie Wallace
Sanagea Wilson

PUBLIC HEALTH 
TECHNOLOGY/NAVIGATOR
Alysa Collier
India Thomas

SURGICAL TECHNOLOGY
Ajaisia Blair
Mallory Boris
Haley Brasher
Olivia Cuevas
Rachel Diodati
Teagan Hodges
Stephanie Moore
Treylea Randall
Shana Shoemate
Jordan Smith
Alexander Zielinski

* Alpha Delta Nu
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ASSOCIATE DEGREE NURSE’S PLEDGE
In the full knowledge of the obligation I am undertaking, I promise to care for the sick, with all the skills and 

understanding I possess, without regard to race, creed, color, politics, or social status, sparing no effort to conserve 
life, to alleviate suffering, and to promote health. I will respect at all times the dignity and religious beliefs of the 

patients under my care, holding in confidence all personal information entrusted to me and refraining from any action 
which might endanger life or health. I will endeavor to keep my professional knowledge and skill at the highest level 
and to give loyal support and cooperation to all members of the health care team. I will do my utmost to honor the 

International Code of Ethics applied to nursing and to uphold the integrity of the nurse. 

EMERGENCY MEDICAL SCIENCES: EMT & PARAMEDIC PLEDGE
Be it pledged an Emergency Medical Professional, I will honor the physical and judicial laws of God and man. I will 

follow that regimen which, according to my ability and judgment, I consider for the benefit of patients and abstain from 
whatever is deleterious and mischievous, nor shall I suggest any such counsel. Into whatever homes I enter, I will go into 

them for the benefit of only the sick and injured, never revealing what I see or hear in the lives of men unless required 
by law. I shall also share my medical knowledge with those who may benefit from what I have learned. I will serve 

unselfishly and continuously in order to help make a better world for all mankind. While I continue to keep this oath 
unviolated, may it be granted to me to enjoy life, and the practice of the art, respected by all men, in all times. Should I 

trespass or violate this oath, may the reverse be my lot. So help me God.

HEALTH CARE ASSISTANT PLEDGE
As a Health Care Assistant I pledge to: Use my hands to provide help to those in need of it. Provide comfort to and 

not argue with those in my care. Maintain my reputation and justify the trust placed in me. Understand that I am 
depended upon. Remember that the resident has a name and is a person with feelings just like me. Understand that 

the patient is not an interruption of my work, but is the reason for my work. Use my hands to help in a respectful, 
courteous and attentive manner. Treat the patient as a whole person, and not just a room number or disease.    

Protect dignity, encourage independence, and perform procedures safely. Communicate with the person respectfully. 
Protect the patient’s privacy at all times.

PUBLIC HEALTH TECHNOLOGY/NAVIGATOR PLEDGE
As a Public Health professional, it is my duty to educate, promote and ensure health for all as a basic human right. 
The field of public health is a helping profession that requires empathy, trust and, above all, upholding the ethics of 
the public health profession. I will respect diverse values, beliefs, and cultures of those individuals and communities 
in which I serve. I will rely on rigorous research to inform my decisions and actions while maintaining and improving 

my own competence and effectiveness as a public health professional. I will promote public health in ways that most 
protect and enhance all areas of health and wellness for those I serve. With this oath, I commit to the ideals and 

mission of public health. 

SURGICAL TECHNOLOGY PLEDGE
I solemnly pledge to myself and those present to have a:

Strong surgical conscience, to Understand the patient’s rights, to Respect myself and team members, to be Goal 
oriented, an Inspiration to peers and those around me, to be Compassionate, and ever watchful of Aseptic technique, 

to be Loyal to myself and my profession, exhibit Trust in co-workers, maintain Efficiency through continuing 
education, to have the Courage to face any situation placed before me, to be Honest, Nonjudgmental, Optimistic, and 
Logical in my decisions, to be Objective in self-discipline, to provide Guidance to those who follow in my footsteps, to 

have Integrity, Stamina of body and mind, and to Treasure Life.
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 IT’S OUR GIFT TO YOU!
Scan the QR code, or visit 
mgccc.edu/newalumni to 

complete the form. 
BEST OF LUCK!

COMPLIMENTARY 
TWO-YEAR MEMBERSHIP 

IN THE MGCCC ALUMNI ASSOCIATION! 

It’s Time To Start Talking About

SPRING CLASSES 
AT mississippi gulf coast community college

MGCCC ANSWER CENTER: 228.896.2536 • questions@mgccc.edu Go Big. Go Gulf Coast.
ENROLL TODAY! Classes begin JANUARY 10, 2024. mgccc.edu/enroll



“In compliance with Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, Title IX, Education Amendments of 1972 of the Higher Education Act, Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, the Americans with Disabilities 
Act of 1990 and other applicable Federal and State Acts, the Board of Trustees of the Mississippi Gulf Coast Community College hereby adopts a policy assuring that no one shall, on the grounds of race, 
religion, color, national origin, sex, age or qualified disability be excluded from participation in, be denied the benefits of, or otherwise be subjected to discrimination in any program or activity of the College. 
The Mississippi Gulf Coast Community College is an Equal Opportunity Employer and welcomes students and employees without regard to race, religion, color, national origin, sex, age or qualified disability.”

Compliance with Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, the Americans with Disabilities Act, Title II of the Age Discrimination Act and Title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972 is coordinated by the 
Compliance Officer, Perkinston Campus, P. O. Box 609, Perkinston, Mississippi 39573, telephone number 601-528-8735, email address compliance@mgccc.edu.

MISSISSIPPI GULF COAST COMMUNITY COLLEGE
Mississippi Gulf Coast Community College began in 1911 as an Agricultural High School for Harrison 
County, Mississippi. On May 10, 1962, Mississippi Governor Ross Barnett signed into law House Bill 

597, which created the Mississippi Gulf Coast Junior College District serving the people of the counties 
of Harrison, Stone, Jackson and George. Each year the college serves more than 25,000 students, who 

are enrolled in academic, career and technical, and workforce development programs. 

MISSION
Inspiring Excellence and Accelerating Achievement

The mission of Mississippi Gulf Coast Community College is to meet the educational and community 
needs in George, Harrison, Jackson, and Stone counties by providing superior instruction through 

traditional and technological formats to offer workforce pathways, certificates, diplomas, and associate 
transfer and applied degrees. The College embraces lifelong learning, productive citizenship, service 

learning, and leadership development in a dynamic and innovative learning environment.

VISION
Mississippi Gulf Coast Community College will be a globally competitive learning community with an 

entrepreneurial spirit that inspires excellence and accelerates achievement. 

VALUES
Accountability
Collaboration
Excellence

Integrity
Leadership

Respect

Service
Social Responsibility

INSTITUTIONAL COMMITMENTS
Teaching and Learning

Student Experience
Engagement and Partnerships

Institutional Excellence


